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INSTRUCTIONS TO CONTRIBUTORS
Hamadryad publishes original papers dealing with, but not necessarily restricted to, the herpetology of Asia. 
Reviews of books and major papers are also published.
Manuscripts should be only in English and submitted in triplicate (one original and two copies, along with three 
copies of all tables and figures), printed or typewritten on one side of the paper. Manuscripts can also be submit-
ted as email file attachments. Papers previously published or submitted for publication elsewhere should not 
be submitted. Final submissions of accepted papers on disks (IBM-compatible only) are desirable. For general 
style, contributors are requested to examine the current issue of Hamadryad. Authors with access to publication 
funds are requested to pay US$ 5 or equivalent per printed page of their papers to help defray production costs. 
Reprints cost Rs. 2.00 or 10 US cents per page inclusive of postage charges, and should be ordered at the time 
the paper is accepted.
Major papers exceeding four pages (double spaced typescript) should contain the following headings: Title, 
name and address of author (but not titles and affiliations), Abstract, Key Words (five to 10  words), Introduction, 
Material and Methods, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgements, Literature Cited (only the references cited in the 
paper). Appendices follow the main paper. Descriptions of new taxa will be considered as major papers regard-
less of size. Abstracts (up to 150 words) should summarize the important findings of the paper and should avoid 
references. In case of descriptions of new taxa, diagnoses should be provided in the abstract. Special attention 
should be paid to accents and diacritical marks: if fonts are not available in the software or typewriter, these may 
be put directly on the hard copy of the manuscript by hand.
References should be in the following format:
Papers:
Blyth, E. 1854. Notices and descriptions of various reptiles, new or little known. Journal of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal 23(3): 287–302.
Books:
Boulenger, G. A. 1885. Catalogue of lizards in the British Museum (Natural History). Second edition. Vol. 1. 
Geckonidae, Eublepharidae, Uroplatidae, Pygopodidae, Agamidae. British Museum (Natural History), London. 
xii + 436 pp + Pl. I–XXXII.
Chapters in books:
Steindachner, F. 1867. Zoologisher Theil, Band 1. Reptilien. In: Reise der österreichischen Fregatte Novara um 
die Erde in den Jahren 1857, 1858, 1859 unter den Befehlen des Commodore B. von Wüllerstorf–Urbair. Kaiser-
lich–Königlischen Hof–und Staatsdruckerie, Wien. 98 pp + Pl. I–III.
Unpublished reports:
Moody, S. M. 1980. Phylogenetic and historical biogeographical relationships of the genera in the family Agami-
dae (Reptilia: Lacertilia). Unpublished Ph. D. Dissertation, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 373 pp.
Publications in languages other than English:
Szczerbak, N. N. & M. L. Golubev. 1986. [The gekko fauna of the USSR and contiguous regions.] Nauka 
Dumka, Kiev. 231 pp; 8 pl. [In Russian.] English edition 1997, Contributions to Herpetology, Vol. 13. SSAR, 
Oxford, Ohio.
Tables should be comprehensive without reference to the text. Tables should follow the main body of the paper, 
and their desired location within the text indicated on the manuscript. Footnotes are generally not allowed. Line 
art and half tones are preferred as electronic files saved on compact disks or attached to email files. Black and 
white photographic prints and slide transparencies are accepted if they are sharp and show good contrast. Black 
and white photos should be printed on glossy paper at least 152 x 204 mm after being trimmed at right angles 
and should carry the name of the author and of the manuscript at the back. Illustrations should be preferably done 
with Indian ink on good quality tracing paper. All lettering should be done using high quality computer printouts 
or transfers. Illustrations should be planned to fit either one column (6.5 mm) or one page (14 mm) width, after 
suitable reduction.
All manuscripts received for Hamadryad are sent to two or more referees. Authors of papers describing range ex-
tensions and descriptions of new taxa should deposit their material in established systematic institutions and cite 
museum registration numbers. Range extensions not based on specimens, such as endangered or other protected 
species, may be based on photographs that are deposited in a recognized systematic institution.
Manuscripts should be sent by registered post to: Indraneil Das, Institute of Biodiversity and Environmental Conservation, 
Universiti Malaysia Sarawak, 94300 Kota Samarahan, Sarawak, Malaysia. Email: hamadryad2004@hotmail.com
Introduction
A modest newsletter was published by the Madras Snake Park Trust in May 1976, with the stated purpose “to 
create and further interest in Indian reptiles and amphibians”. A second one was printed for distribution in 
December of the same year. The third issue appeared in May 1977, this one cyclostyled. It was from the fourth 
issue, dated September 1977, that the name Hamadryad appears on the cover.
Hamadryad, at present the herpetological organ of the Centre for Herpetology, Madras Crocodile Bank 
Trust, was edited for the first 20 years of its existence by Zai Whitaker. Early issues of the newsletters contained 
mostly reports by the staff of the Snake Park, and later, the Crocodile Bank, short field reports and anecdotal 
observations, along with miscellaneous news items and letters from readers. Herpetology in India was in its 
infancy, and the trickle of herpetological manuscripts submitted annually to Hamadryad turned into a deluge, 
leading us to consider turning the modest publication into a fully peer-reviewed (and printed) herpetological 
journal. The new look Hamadryad was dated 1990 but appeared in 1991.
A listing of all issues published till date as well as the month of publication is given in Table 1. Up to Vol. 
14, while still in the newsletter format, two or three issues were typically issued a year, and each fascicle was 
individually numbered. From Vol. 23 to 28 (except Vol. 24, when a single issue was produced), the pagination 
of multiple fascicles in a calender year was sequential. 
We are grateful to the support received over the year from numerous colleagues, who reviewed papers, 
advised on various matters dealing with the day-to-day running of the offices from where Hamadryad was 
edited and/or mailed or provided financial support during times when it seemed that the journal (like so many 
other herpetological journals in the region) would just fold up. For the support received in running this modest 
journal, I am deeply grateful to our Associate Editors, Harry Andrews and Romulus Whitaker, and the Trustees 
of the Madras Crocodile Bank Trust. Since 1991, shortly after Hamadryad turned into a journal, the layout has 
been the work of my good friend, Luc Gastmans, from Auroville. The professional look is his handiwork, and 
I thank Luc for his time, patience, not to mention his legendary good humour.
An index to the contents of Hamadryad has been long overdue. Now, nearly three decades after the first issue 
of Hamadryad was printed, we are pleased to offer a cumulative index to all the issues produced (56 in all, rep-
resenting 29 volumes). The index is divided into four main sections. The first part comprises an author index, 
including cross-references to second and subsequent authors. The second part is an index to taxa, listing subspe-
cies, species and generic names. The third part is an index of new species and subspecies described in the pages 
of Hamadryad. The fourth and final part is an enumeration of the cover illustrations of Hamadryad, including 
the black-and-white line art/photographs of Volumes 1–14 and the colour photographs of Volumes 15–29.
Within each section, references are in alphabetical order. In case of multiple references by the same author, 
references are listed in chronological order. Volume numbers are indicated in bold, followed by issue numbers 
and pagination details.
Not all papers are herpetological, and some on afforestation, marine conservation and rodent control have 
been published in some early issues of the journal. A few early issues also carried the newsletters of two IUCN/
Species Survival Commission Newsletters (the Snake Specialist Group and the Freshwater Turtle Specialist 
Group). The contents of these have been listed. Unlisted, however, are news items, especially those reprinted 
from other sources. 
Finally, the contents of the current issues of Hamadryad are viewable at: www.herplit.com/contents/hama-
dryad.html.
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